PATCHWORK                                         "A"
Mr. D------ smiled wanly. "Mr. Principal," he
said, "I cannot speak to him while he is eating . . .
he is not of my caste."
"The responsibility is yours then, Mr. D------.
The boy must leave this College and is hereby dis-
missed. See to it, Mr. D------, that his mess secretary
pay him his wages and that he quit the compound
this morning. Tie a string across the partition. The
group who eat here must eat elsewhere to-day.
Their cubicle is cout of bounds/ If any question
of students* money is involved in the loss of that
food stacked behind there, the College must and
shall refund any deficit. It will be a matter of only
a very few rupees. I will draw the cheque myself
on the 'repairs and maintenance' account. This
place is out of bounds and both these boys are
dismissed. Do you understand?
"The first boy is dismissed for reasons which need
no explanation, the second boy's dismissal is on
your shoulders, Mr. D------."
"Whatever the Principal wishes shall be done.
If you have finished your inspection, Mr. Principal,
we can leave by this gate."
"Yes ... I can see the gate, Mr. D------."
"Such a thing has never occurred before, Mr.
Principal. I deeply regret it."
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